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1. What is your name and what position are you running for? 

Joyce Ellis 

 USD 407 Board of Education 

2. Talk briefly about your work experience; public service and private sector. 

I have been an educator for 40 years and recently retired from teaching in the 

Department of Health and Human Performance at Fort Hays State University.  I 

began my teaching career as a high school Biology teacher in Fredonia, Kansas in 

1979.  After moving to Russell in 1980, I taught at Gorham Elementary/High 

School and Ruppenthal Middle School. During my 23 years in public education I 

also enjoyed coaching volleyball, basketball, track and field, tennis, and softball.  

I served as an Assistant Professor of Health and Physical Education at Kansas 

Wesleyan University in Salina from 2002-2005.  During this time I began 

working on my PhD in Curriculum and Instruction from Kansas State University 

and graduated in December of 2008.  I began teaching in the Department of 

Health and Human Performance at Fort Hays State University in the fall of 2005 

and retired as an Associate Professor of Health and Human Performance in 

August of 2020.   

 

During this 40 year career I have served my profession in numerous leadership 

positions at the state, district and national levels. I have been a strong advocate for 

quality Physical Education and education through movement.  I am a Basic 

Archery Instructor Specialist with the National Archery in the Schools program 

and work with the Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks to provide archery 

instruction in schools and community recreation programs.  I am a member of the 

Sunrise Kiwanis organization and assist with numerous projects. 

 

3. Why are you running for this position? 

I believe it is my civic responsibility as a former educator to serve the Russell 

School District as a school board member.  I have no hidden agenda, no axes to 

grind, only the desire to provide whatever insight I might have as a lifetime 

educator.   
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4. What goals or ideas do you have that you would work toward if elected? 

 

My main objective is to help provide the best possible learning opportunities for 

students and staff in our district.  I believe in high standards and hard work to 

achieve those standards.  Quality leadership and quality staff, along with a strong 

work ethic, will help our district achieve success in all aspects of education. 

 

 

5. Anything else about yourself you would like to mention? 

My husband and I have lived in Russell since 1980 and we have raised our six 

children here.  I enjoy a variety of outdoor activities and spend a great deal of 

time riding my horses on the many wonderful trails around the state.  I believe we 

never stop learning, and although I have never held a public office before, I look 

forward to learning and serving if elected. 


