
Appropriations Committee
 

This week in the House 

Appropriations Committee, we had 

numerous presentations and also 

bill hearings. 

 

On Tuesday, we conducted bill 

hearings on House Bill 2077 and 

2078.  House Bill 2077 

implements reporting requirements 

for informational technology 

projects and state agencies.  It also 

requires additional information 

technology security training and 

status reports. 

 
House Bill 2078 changes the 

membership requirements, the 

terms of members, and quorum 

requirements for the Information 

Technology Executive Council.  

We plan on working both of these 

bills next week. 

 

After the bill hearings, we had a 

presentation from the Kansas 

Department of Labor about their 

modernization project and an 

update on the current status of 

unemployment claims.  

 

 

Wednesday was a day of energy 

presentations in committee. 

We started with an update from 

the Kansas Independent Oil and 

Gas Association (KIOGA) about 

the status of the oil and gas 

industry in the state of Kansas.  

We also had an update from the 

Eastern Kansas Oil and Gas 

Association (EKOGA) about the 

status of the oil industry in the 

Eastern part of Kansas.  After 

those presentations, we heard 

from the wind power industry on 

the status of wind energy. 

 

Thursday, we had a discussion 

regarding the Economic 

Development Initiatives Fund 

(EDIF), which is money 

generated from the revenues 

from the Kansas Lottery.  We 

also had an update from the 

Kansas Lottery, which covered 

the revenues and issues with the 

Kansas Lottery and the four 

state-owned casinos in Kansas.  

We also received an update on 

sports betting that went live in 

September 2022. 
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Budget Stabilization Fund 

• • • 

When Governor Kelly released 

her budget early in the 

legislative session, she had 

proposed depositing $500 

million into the state’s Budget 

Stabilization Fund, otherwise 

referred to as the “Rainy Day 

Fund.”  Shortly after the 

release of her budget, the 

Senate introduced Senate Bill 

67, which would authorize and 

transfer $1 billion from the 

State General Fund to the 

Budget Stabilization Fund.  On 

Tuesday, January 31, the 

Senate Ways and Means 

Committee held a hearing on 

Senate Bill 67.  I have always 

been a staunch advocate of 

depositing more funds into the 

Budget Stabilization Fund for 

years, however, I do contend 

that a transfer of $500 million 

is sufficient.  I would like to 

focus at tax reductions, though, 

I am cognizant that the ending 

surplus the state is currently 

experiencing is not a long-term 

situation. If Kansas, and the 

nation, were to experience a 

recession, it would have a great 

impact on the state budget.   

 

“Do what you can, with what you have, 

where you are.” 

Theodore Roosevelt 



Bills on the House 

Floor 

This week in the Kansas House of 

Representatives, we debated and 

voted on four bills from the House 

Judiciary Committee. 

 

The first bill, House Bill 2015, 

would authorize the designee of an 

employing agency or entity to 

petition the court for an order 

requiring infectious disease testing. 

 

The next, House Bill 2016 amends 

current law to clarify ownership of 

property when a beneficiary under 

a transfer-on-death deed 

predeceases the record owner. The 

bill clarifies that a predeceased 

beneficiary’s living issue at the 

time of the death of the record 

owner would vest the beneficiary’s 

interest on a per stirpes basis as 

successor grantee or grantees. If a 

judicial action is initiated to clarify 

title, the action would be subject to 

the probate code. The provisions of 

the bill would apply to deeds filed 

on or after July 1, 2023.  

 

House Bill 2017 would enact the 

“Uniform Family Law Arbitration 

Act”. The Act would govern 

arbitration of a family law dispute. 

The Act grants authority for 

arbitrators to hear and make 

awards in family law disputes, 

except for the following cases: 

divorce, annulment, or separate 

maintenance; termination of 

parental rights; adoption or 

guardianship of a child or an 

incapacitated individual; status 

determination of a child in need of 

care; or determination of whether a 

parent and child relationship 

exists.  

 

Lastly, House Bill 2018 would 

modify law governing filing and 

preserving wills to allow a copy of 

the decedent’s will to be filed and 

admitted to probate and allow a 

will and a copy of a will filed 

within six months of a testator’s 

death to be probated at any time 

subject to any other applicable 

legal defenses. 

I voted “yes” on all four bills. 

Anytime that you would like to 

participate and listen to the 

developments of committee 

hearings or discussion on the 

House floor, you can tune in by 

video or audio at 

www.kslegislature.org. 

As always, if you have any 

concerns, feel free to contact me 

(785) 296-7672, follow on twitter 

at @waymaster4house, or email 

me at troy.waymaster@house.ks.gov.   

It is a distinct honor to serve as 

your representative for the 109th 

Kansas House District and the 

state of Kansas. Please contact me 

with your thoughts, concerns, and 

questions.  I always appreciate 

hearing from the residents of the 
109th House District and others 

from the state of Kansas, as well. 
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